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DECAY OF TRADITION.

Fut an Eod o Folk Lore.
It is said that the invention of writ-

| ing injured the power of memory, and
| years ago, before the schoolmaster was

abroad, as he is nowadays, it was pos-
sible to meet with many instances of
sirong  memorizing capacity among
persons who could neither read nor
write. Complicated accounts could
be kept by the aid of a *‘tally™ only,
and the memory of many a small far-
mer or petty rural shopkeeper was his
only ledger and order book. It is cor
tain that since the art of writing has
become an almost universal accom
plishment the faculty of memory. be-
ing less npeeded, is less cultivated
Long alfer the invention of letters our
foreldi@ows rested much upon oral tra-
dition g dgtiquarians assert that one
of theaneient races of llaly possessed
no writtén language, and even where
written characters were in use, oral
tradition formed an important supple-
ment to them. Folk lore tales and
Lalluds have been handed down from
lip o lip for centuries with curious
I.ih-‘lit)‘

When oral tradition was recognized
as u vehbiele for setual information
mope care was taken rexunding the ae-
cuiey Lthan would be the ease in these

~ ; T B The old reciters jealously suard
‘ 4 T 4 . { ) 1 | 4,&;. ed & time honored form of words even
. ) ] L | , | A ] . Sin therr prose nerratives Breton

A 4 4 4 i pragints, notably those who possess a
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MINERS SUPPLIES.

A Full Supply of Fverything Needed hy tha Miner or Prospector

inKept constantly in Stock

@

it as ruconteurs, will repeat a
d or a story with scrupulous
ty to the established form in
ey liave always heard the in-
S refated, nnd will check a trav-

elorwho attemipts Lo deviute from the

_url!?m!nx version with “*Nay, mon

, the story should begu. thus”
ung the regular form of the tale,
pastern story teller deviates little
n lits time hionored reeital of tales of
love, adventure and magie; we recog-
pize all old frmends from the
“Arabian Nigrhts" if we halt to listen
to a professionsl raconteur in the
strects of any oriental town.  In the
days of war against proscribed books
fuithful memories were often utilized
to presarve prohibited works from ob-
livion  During the perseention of the
Waldenses, in the Thirteenth century,
when their version of the Seripture
was prohibited and destroyed wher-
ever [ound, their ministers committed
whole books of the saered volume to
mernmory, and repaated  chapters at re
ligious meetings. 1t would be tedious
to enumerate the muny instances in
whieh tradition has preserved what
written  lustomes were forbidden to
chronicle.

On the whole, oral traditions are
stungely accurate; strangely, when
we consider how [acts ave frequently
altered and distorted when occurrences
are related by successive story tellers.
The child's game of *Russiun Seandal”
{in wlieh a seeret whispered to one
person and repeated to a cirele of
others, 1s usually altered out of all
recoghition when repeated aloud by
the lust hearer) is played every day in
society.  And vet loeal teadition will
faithfully chronicle the site of a battle,
the bural place of a hero, the date of

| a siege, and sometimes, after gener

ations of historians and antiguarians
have scoffed at the unreliable local le-
gend, a later investication will dis
cover that the despised traditional story
was the true one afterall. Centurics
of repetition may have slightly added
to the incidents or distorted some of
the facts, but the main tale is strictly
exact. The reputed treasure lrove
may prove but a trifling hoard, the
buttle field smullerin extent, the graves
of the heroes less numerous; butin
each case local tradition istrue regard-
ing the facts thal occurred and the
locaie where they took place.

Tradition may at least claim to be
as accurate us ancient history ; thongh
this, perhaps, is fainl pramse. Oral
tradition is usually free from con-
scious parly bias. The repeaters of
traditional lore carry on the Lale as
they hearnd it, but now many an elo-
quent histoman appears to assume a
brief for one side or another iu every
party contest and to write his history
with a view, not of elucidating facts,
but of represeuting certain historical
characters as angels or the reverse.
Such writers are always the pleasant-
est to read; an “‘impuartial historan™
is sudly dull, as a rule; but when a
biased writer plays the part of Clio,
tradition may often prove the safer
guide of the two. I‘Jt)HC lore, if not
an altogether reliable guide, is seldom
totally at fault in its statement of
facts, and tradition bhas frequently
kept ulive memories which might
otherwise have perished ultogether.
Books may be destroyed and history
willfully zarbled, but it is less easy to
extinguish local tradition.—Manches-
ter (Eug.) Courer.

Too Late Even for Leocveq.

A gentleman who was “‘burglar-
ized" about two years ago reported his
loss to the detectives and offered natu-
rally to assist them in every way. At
first he called frequently to ascertain
if any news of the thieves had been
obtained, but being met always with a
negutive his visits became infrequent
muﬁuiiually ceased. He had forgotien
the matter altogether till recently,
when he was called upon by one of
the detectives, who stated:

*Wae have got a clew."

*“Ihat is good. Is it a promising
onei”

“Certainly.
the thief.”

“Better stid,
rested 1

“We can't do that. It is too late.”

“How is thati"

“He died last week, confessing to
the robbery.”

It's 8 erazad

We bhave discovered

You have him ar-

fl.im=-

i oot 8 olew.—

1

"PLAVED HIMSELF FREE.

| Mhe Invention of Wriling Scoms to Iinys [he Adventure of & Russlan Planist Who

Wantod to Go to Germany.

Arthur Friedheim, the famons pi
anist, wished to cross the western
Russian border, for the purpose ol
fiiling his engagement to play in sev
aral German cities. As a Russiun sub
ject he was obliged to go through all
sorts of formalities with Russian
sfficials before leaving the country,
Fwo weeks before the date of his lirst
roncert he asked the captain of the
eity of Bt Petersburg, where he was
stopping. to ask the governorof Li

vouia to ask the mayor of Pernau, |

where he wus born, for the consent of
the Pernau police to the depurture of
Arthur Friedlieim to Germany. Of
course, the mayor and the police of
Peroau had  nothing  against  Mr
Friedheim or his coucert tour in Ger-
many, and they said so in a letter
which they sent o the captain of the
capital by return of mail.

Owing to the wretchedness of the
Livonian  mail service, this answer
wus strunded in a fourth rate post-
office u few miles from Pernau and
lay there four weeks. At the end of
the sceond week Mr, Friedheim had
broken lwo engagements (o give con-
certs in Germany. At the end of the
third week be had broken four en
gagements and was receiving tele
gramus by the seore from German
theatrical managers whom he hud
disappointed. The fourth week
brought telegrams and demands for
an explunation, but no letters from
Pernau.

Friedheim was in despair, cod re-
solved to eross the border without
passes,  He tried it, was arrested and
taken before the chiel of the distet.
who sent him o prison after confisca
ting lis papers. In Friedham's pocket-
bouk was a puckage of his visiting
cards and several newspaper eriticisins
of his playing. The chiel concluded
that be had caunzht the murderer of
Arthur Friedhemm. He had Fried
hen, whom hesuspected of murder
ing himself and couliseating lisown
papers, doubly woned aod doubly
guarded. After prowsting andd ep
pealing fora whole day, Friedhein
gol au audience with the chief. He
reiterated 1n vain the statement that
he was Arthur Friedheim, the pianist.
The cliief wouldn't believe him. i
nally Friedheim begged to be allowed
to prove Lis ideuntity by playing. The
chief, who was something of a musi
eian, consented, Friedhein was mareh
ed through the sureet to the cluef™
house between two soldiers and was
set down before a piano. He played
the second Rhapsodie of Liszt, As soon
as he [nished, the chiel removed the
guard, saying: “Now 1 know you
are Friedheim.” The pianist was re-
leased on his promise to return to St
Petersburg for Lis passes,

Upon hisarvival in the capital Fried-
heim found the letter from Pernau
and his others papers ready for him.
Four days later he began playing in
Germany with a record of seven brok-
en engugements belind him,—-New
York Sun.

A Modern Pocahcotas,

I have lived in the fur wesl where
the red man roams overthe plains,
for the best partof my life, and dur
ing all of this time 1 have been search
ing for an ideal “Indian maiden.”™ 1
wanted to find a dark eyed beauiy
with a wealith of black bair hahging
down her back. I wanted herto be
graceful, and I wanted her to weara
short dress, with beads all over it, and
[ wanted to see the “finely molded
brown arms” that I bave read aboat
so often in Mr. G. Fenimore Coopsr's
novels.

I wanted another Pocahontas. After
searching for six years, dumng which
timo 1 could only run across pigeon
toed, Hat nosed, disgusting looking
squaws, | came to the conelusion that
there was no such thing as an Indian
maiden. 1 bezan to believe that the
story about the beautiful Poeahontas
was all a myth. 1 had nearly armved
at that doubting state of mind, when
[ would just as liefl have believed
“hiat America was never discovercd at
all, when I found this willowy like,
graceful, dark eyed Cheyenne beauty

Yes, she was all of this and more,
too. She was elad in the prettiest gur
ment | have ever seen a woman weair
Her dress was short and displayed her
firely formed buckskin leggins.

There were beads embroidered esll
vver herdress. She would have turned
the city green with envy. All thisis
uostretch of imaginution. BShe was
truly a beautiful “Indian maiden™—
my ideal was found at lust—and her
ume was “Eufaula "—Cor. Pittsburg
Dpateh.

Love Me, Love My Dog.

Yoeung Wife—I'm afraid, mother, that John
doesn't love me as much as he usad to,

Mother— Why, ebild, what could bave put
such an idea into your head?

Young Wile—Oh, mwiler, you ought tc
seo how drea-ifully be beats poor little Fido
—Yenkes Glade

A Dramatie Carastrophe.
Bupe (to stage managen—Say, guv'nor,
bave you got a iife preserver!
Manager—No. what's the matter?
Sups—The Roman general fell overboard
into the tank with his belmeson and be i
flcatin’ around bead down —Time.

Suspended Evolution.
He—Aw, weally, Miss Blossom, do you bs
Heve man sprang from the apol
She (very tired of bis attentions—Yes, |
presume some men have, but thers are athers
who bave never yet made the spring, or at
least nover sprang very far.—Omaba World

A Decided Drawbnck.
"Gracious!" exclaimed Mrs Backwoods,
‘“the paper says that the fashionable folks in

N' York have ‘5 o'clock tea' They must

gat awfnl hungry afors hadtim«
Pazar

*—~Harper's

NO. 19

Where Work Is FPleasant.
Neglected Wife—Why don't you go to
workl
Husband & ne'er do welll—I aln't got no

ronls.

Neglectad Wife—Deacon Smith offered you
3 to fix bis fence, and vou have a saw, and
1 plune, and a bammer and pails What
siore do you wantd

Husband—The saw ain't no good, and I
ain’t got oo file to sharpen it Ole Simith kin
fix his fenee hisself

Same Husband t=n vears later—Hist]
Say, wife, I've esvaped frum the peniten
tinry  Gim me some other clothes so [ kin
light out agin.

Wife—My, my! How did you get out!

Husband—1 dug forty feet underground
with & two tined fork, then cut my way
through two feet of stone wall and ten inches
of boiler iron with a saw omde cut of & tin
dinner plote. —New York Weekly.

Dellente Shades,

Bonton Flathers, Exq.—I suppose you don’t
speak tn the common herd any more, Miss
Luckeigh?

Miss Luckelgh (who has just realized large-
Iyi— Why, certainly! Mre Filathers, how do
you dof—Life

Mout Toa Honest.

A éay or twn ago amiddle aged man called
at polico  beadquarters aml asked to see the
ruperintendent, and as that official was out
o said e would eail rgain.  He returned in
Ly evening, but too late. and as be would
not state his business to any one elss, he was
tald to come next forenoon. Hedid coms,
but the superintendent was very busy, and be
finally enterad the captain’s private room,
took a small package from his pocket and
sald:

“Captain, this does oot belong to me and I
bave no right to keep it."

The captain opencd the paper, and lo! asil-
ver dime was revealed.

“Whers did you got thisi" asked the off-
cial,

“Found it on Thirteenth street.”

“Well, what of iti"

“Some one lost ie”

*Yes, 1 suppuse o, but why did you bring

it heref™

“Hecause | want to be honest. 1 could not
find the loser, and so | brought it here to be
advertised ™

The captain aross and talked to bhim in five
different langunges, and when the man fisw
down the ball e was beard to remark that
if he ever found anocther ten cent plece he'd
bo hanged if he wouldn't chuck it into his
pocket und et the lossr go to Halifax, —De-
truit Freo Press

The Money Saved.

Detective—I bave discovered, sir, that your
conildegee bookkeeper, Mr Do Clerk. is a do-
faulter to the axtent of many thousands of
dollars  As he has lived plainly, and bas not
gambled in stoeks; he must still bave all your
money in bis possession. but ift wearrest him,
you will never get it. of course, and if we
porner im and ry tocompromise for half or
two-thirrls; be will prohably skip to Canada
with the whole boodle

Business Man— My gpoodness! AMr DeClerk!

Mr. De Clerk— Yes. sir

Business Man—2Xr De Clerk,a fow days
ago | refused you the hand of my daughter,
and 1 afterward emploved this gentleman,
who is a detective, to ok closely into your
personal character and past history His re-
port refers in such detail to your correct
babits and hpsiness aotitude that | have
chunged my mind You shall bave ber.—
New York Weekly

Perfectly Satlsfuctory.

WHaes you any work on putictuation she
asked at th: lawk store

“Sorry tosay wo are just out.”

“$vell, perbaps you could tell me what 1
want to know.  What does a mark unders
word siguify ¢

“That {s to emphasize the word.™

“Obh—1see Thunkyon "

And ns she passed out a clerk heard her
whisper to herself

“Anil James put five marks under the ward
‘Dear!" "—Deotroit Free Press

The Least of Two Evila
“James,"” sadd Mrz Slasher, *‘1 wish when
you go to town today you would stop and
mateh theso ribbons.™
“Clara,” repiied Mr. Elasher, *you go and
let me stay home and ound the baby."—
Cloak and Suit Review

A Hopeless Tasic
Hushand (100 years hence, whon women
rulei—Ay dear. | expect to go to town to
duy. [If you could spare 1o a little cash——
Wife (from bedi—Certainly, darling Yoo
will ind some loos= change in my pocket.—
Cloak and Suit Review

Phy=ically Troe.
Landiads—Be cureful bow you whip that
cerpet.  It'sa very fine piece of goods,
Tramp (working for b dinoeri—Yes'm.
It's bard to beat. —Umana World,

Offoring a Snbstitute.
“See bere! The ecalico you sold me won'
wash."
*“It won't, eh¢ Then st mo sell you a wash
machine "—Detroit Freo Presa
Ounly Ove Way.
Woesterner— Yoes, sir, | believe it s abso
lutely impossihile to reforn a bhorss thief.
Easterner— Nothing Easier Make s saflor
of him.—New York Weskly
PMantation Proverbs.
It doan* pay to do much talkin® w'en you'm mad
enufT to choks
"Ease de word dat stings the deepes’ am de ene
dat's pebbah spoke:
Lot de odder feller wrangle till de stohm am
blowed away,
Den he'll do & pils ob thinkls bout de thinge you

dido' say
- Yankes Risda




